
As the seasonal compost applications are nearing completion, our sales  
team would like to thank all Revital clients throughout the region for their 
support and wish them success with their crops and a bountiful harvest.

Revital supports BOP Young 
Grower of the Year Competition
 
 
Revital is delighted to renew their support as a silver sponsor 
for the 2020 Bay of Plenty Young Fruit Grower of the Year 
competition. This event recognizes the fantastic contribution 
young horticulturists are adding to the kiwifruit industry.

Revital is proud to play a role in nurturing the next generation 
of growers, supporting them as many orchard practices move 
towards more sustainable methods of growing.

Alex Ashe  
2019 
competition 
winner.

Strong support for Revital 
compost from our local orchards
 
 
With the continued growth in the Bay of Plenty horticultural 
sector, demand for Revital compost and vermicast blends 
continues to be strong.

The Revital team would like to extend their gratitude to all 
customers for their continued support and wish them a 
successful season.

The process to quality  
Revital Compost
 
 
Our Revital Compost is biologically active, supplying 
plant available nutrients, organic matter and humus which 
enhances soil biology and supports plant growth and root 
development. 

The process to compost is intensive and is a great story of 
recycling in the Bay; tens of thousands of cubic metres of 
clean green organic material from the Bay’s gardeners are 
composted in windrows for six months to reach full maturity.

The windrows are regularly turned to maintain aeration 
and hydration to ensure the compost’s high quality and to 
meet organic certification requirements. When mature, the 
compost is screened and windrowed ready for dispatch and 
application on your orchards.
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Revital’s investment in new 
spreading equipment 
 
 
Revital has recently acquired a new orchard spreader and 
tractor adding to the existing fleet, the new spreader can get 
around the steepest and most weather affected orchards at any 
time of year.

The spreader also comes with Trackmap technology, providing 
orchard owners with timely information on when our unit is 
entering and exiting an orchard, how much has been spread 
as well as GPS tracking the areas where the compost will be 
applied.

The GPS technology on the spreader allowing the driver 
to accurately measure the product being spread.

Whitehall Fruitpacker’s owner 
Mark Gardiner shares his 
experience as an organic 
kiwifruit grower:
 
 
Growing up on a sheep and beef farm, passionate about 
the land, I looked for a way of intensifying land use and 
achieving a good income off it. Kiwifruit proved to be the 
answer.  

Early kiwifruit orchardists learned along the way, asking 
for help and soaking up knowledge. Following the virtual 
collapse of the industry in the 80’s, changes to our methods 
were made. Zespri has played a key role allowing the 
growers to concentrate on growing. 

Share some key advice for new kiwifruit 
growers:   

Give close attention to detail, timeliness is critical, value 
efficiency and quality inputs. Getting the right advice and 
sharing knowledge is important and an integral part of the 
industry’s long-term success.  Zespri is there to help utilise 
resources. Quality must come first and speed second. 

Why organic kiwifruit? 

Organics is about working with nature to enhance the soil 
life, which leads to sustainable production. You must be a 
good steward of the land. In comparison to non-organic 
kiwifruit shelf life is longer and fruit loss is lower. 

It is true that more fruit is grown conventionally than 
organically, but organic fruit has a natural quality 
advantage. And traceability and growing  practices are 
being questioned by consumers. Questions such as where 
was this fruit grown?  How was it grown? Sustainable 
practices in growing food are becoming important to 
consumers and organic systems provide this. 

What challenges do you see facing the industry? 

Keeping up with the growth and marketing in the industry 
is one of our major challenges. Mechanization and 
technological advancement will be critical for post-harvest 
operations. Currently, finding labour to meet the demands 
is an issue.

You can find the rest of our interview with Mark 
on our website: bit.ly/revitalkiwifruit

Mark Gardiner owner and operator of  
Whitehall Fruit Packers and Revital Shareholder. 

G
RO

WER PROFILE

Revital-ise your soil | Maureen Rabbidge 027 440 8881 | Elenka Nikoloff 021 595 311 | www.revital.co.nz

http://bit.ly/revitalkiwifruit
http://revital.co.nz/

